
We work to move the needle on environmental action

Pledge to reduce the use of plastic drinking 
water bottles onboard your vessels by 2025
Every 60 seconds, 1 million plastic bottles are sold around the world, and the global shipping 
industry buys a fair few of these to supply crews onboard 55,000 vessels. Currently, there is no 
way to deal with this amount of plastic waste in a way that is safe and healthy for people and the 
environment. A shift in thinking and an alternative solution for water onboard are needed.
 

Every year, the global fleet disposes of ...

1 BILLION 
PLASTIC BOTTLES 

AND CAPS

82,000  
CARDBOARD 

BOXES

1 MILLION   
WATER PALLETS

40 TONS   
OF WASTE 
BOTTLES

DID YOU KNOW our industry’s annual consumption of plastic drinking 
water bottles at sea could build a five-feet wide bridge to the moon? 

We believe that long-lasting sustainable change can start in the 
procurement department.
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Enter… IMPA SAVE: Getting to Zero
IMPA SAVE was created to bring together members from the industry to support 
sustainability initiatives and to take action that supports the UN 2030 agenda. The 
first goal? Encouraging shipowners and ship-managers around the world to choose 
a suitable alternative to the vast quantities of plastic bottles that are currently 
delivered to the global fleet. With many of the existing alternatives providing a timely 
and efficient return on investment, there is little excuse and a lot of good reasons to 
make the switch today.

Switching to a water filtration system is a quick and easy way  
to kick plastic onboard vessels
Assuming vessels have functioning Reverse Osmosis systems or 
Evaporators onboard, all that needs to be done to replace plastic 
water bottles is to invest in a filtration system that makes the water 
drinkable. You can go all in and purchase the equipment, or you may 
consider a ‘water-as-a-service’ model. The choice is yours.

A new system offers an ROI that is less than a year’s spend.  
Really, it costs money not to save the planet!
Outside the obvious sustainability ROI, the actual cost ROI can be 
surprisingly rewarding. Our own research at SAVE shows that every 
year, at least USD 8,000 is paid for the purchase, delivery, wharfage, 
and disposal of plastic water bottles for each vessel. A tested filtration 
system onboard, on the other hand, can cost as little as USD 3,000 
with plug-and-play installation. There are many solution providers  
out there, and we even have a directory for some of the solutions  
that are backed by our community of pledgers. 

Initial investment is not an issue, but crew culture is?  
Our community can help!
We know it is difficult to implement change onboard; there will be 
people reluctant to change and adamant to stick to the old ways 
of doing things. Fortunately, our SAVE community grows larger by 
the minute, and existing pledgers have already shared ideas and 
resources that can help people onboard change their mind.

We know changing the status quo takes time, so 2025 is  
our ambitious deadline for seeing a reduction!
This is a work in progress and we do not expect it to be done 
overnight. For some companies, it will take months. For most, 
however, it will take years. No matter how long your journey  
turns out to be, we will be here to support you.
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THE FOUR STEPS
to become an IMPA SAVE Pledger and how we can support your journey

Build your business case and 
get senior approval where and 
if needed. More often than 
not, you can build your file with 
resources from the IMPA SAVE 
Knowledge Centre. Do not be 
afraid to get in touch if you need 
feedback from another industry 
colleague who has pledged or 
a resource that we do not have 
available. 

www.impasave.org/plastics

Collect all the information 
you need to fill in our online 
form. Make sure you have 
the current numbers for 
your current consumption of 
plastic drinking water bottles 
onboard ships. Not sure how 
to calculate this? Use our 
handy guide that is linked in 
the form. 

www.impasave.org/
make-a-pledge

Congratulations! You have 
joined a wonderful community 
of game-changers who are 
trying to be better stewards 
of our ocean. By now, you will 
have received your welcome 
pack, together with our social 
media templates and your 
pledger’s logo. It would be 
great if you could help us get 
the SAVE word out there!

www.impasave.org/
knowledge-centre

Whether you start from scratch 
and need to see what can be done 
internally, or already have the 
systems in place and just working 
on educating the crews, you will be 
making steps in the right direction. 
We will support you along the way 
with resources, a public directory 
with available solutions and regular 
webinars. Just make sure that every 
six months, you tell us what you have 
been up to; we are happy to see our 
community driving positive change!

www.impasave.org/solutions

Senior management 
should be made aware of 
IMPA SAVE and your intention 
to pledge.

Ready? Have all required 
information for your initial 
commitment at hand?

Welcome to the IMPA SAVE 
Community; we are happy to 
have you here.

Learn, measure, consult 
the available solutions, ask 
questions, and...

What can you gain from joining IMPA SAVE and committing to reduce

Improve your annual CSR reporting! 
SAVE supports the SDGs and the 

UN Global Compact.

Save costs in  
the long run! Sustainability 
makes financial sense too.

Be part of the solution! 
We should all be better 
stewards of our ocean.

Push before you  
are being pushed! Lead the 

industry by example.  

GET 
APPROVAL

TAKE THE 
PLEDGE

SHARE 
THE NEWS

IMPLEMENT 
AND REPORT



ALLAN MUIR
Director Digital Supply 
Chain, Teekay Shipping

About IMPA SAVE, 
the initiative that brings knowledge of sustainable solutions to the shipping industry
WHO WE ARE
We are a group of individuals representing global ship owners and maritime suppliers who are responding to 
the United Nations’ universal call for action to promote prosperity while protecting the environment.

Formed in 2020, our aim is to collaborate with industry colleagues towards a more sustainable blue economy 
and bridge sustainable solutions to our industry.

Through leverage of our network and collective action, together we set goals that we believe can be achieved 
in the marine industry to support the UN 2030 agenda, primarily concentrating on carbon reduction, 
environmental protection and preservation, and reducing consumption of resources.

WHAT WE DO
We share knowledge and practical solutions that help us conserve and sustainably use the world’s oceans, 
seas and marine resources. We hold webinars on environmental challenges facing the shipping industry 
and propose solutions from our own and our colleagues’ experiences. We create best practice.

WHY WE DO IT
We take action because the health of our industry and that of our ocean are interlinked. We are responsible 
to use our ocean without using it up.
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Marine, Chair of SAVE and 
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DORTHE MEJLVANG
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Maersk Procurement

MARINOS KOKKINIS
General Manager,  
Oceanic Catering

SUSAN KOEFOED
Fleet Director, Weco  
Shipping & IMPA CEO

PAOLO MAGONIO
Group Procurement 
Manager, Scorpio Group

JOHN BECK
Vice President, 
Procurement, Wilhelmsen 
Ship Management

STEPHEN ALEXANDER
Secretary General & 
COO, IMPA

Over 10% of the global fleet has already committed. Over to you now. 

WILL YOU PLEDGE?

#IMPASAVE #AllHandsOnDeck
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